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Some Account of the Lama of Tibet, and his Mother. 


HE fuperftitious veneration paid by the inhabitants of 

Tibet to the Lama is well known. Captain Turner was 

introduced to this human idol and his mother, whom he thus 
defcribes in his embaffy to that kingdom : 

“ The fcene, in which I was here brought to aé a part, was 
too new and extraordinary, however trivial, or perhaps pre- 
pofterous it may appear to fome, not to claim from me great 
attention, and confequently minute remark. 

“ Tethoo Lama was at this tite 18 months old. Though 
he was unable to {peak a word, he made the moft expreflive 
figns, and conduéted himfelf with aftonifhing dignity and de- 
coum. His complexion was of that hue, which in England 
we fhould term rather brown, but not without colour. His 
features were good ; he had {mall black eyes, and an animated 
expreffion of countenance; altogether, I thought him one 
of the handfomeft children I had ever feen. 

His mother, who ftood by him, appeared to be about 
25yearsof age; fhe was low in perfon, but rather handfome, 
though poffefling atrue Tartar countenance. Her coms 
plexion was fomewhat darker than her fon’s; fhe had regular 
features, black eyes, and a charaéter that particularly diftin- 
guithes ladies of rank in Tibet ; the corner of the eyelids 
being extended as far as poffible, by artificial means, towards 
thetemples. Her hair was black, but {carcely vifible, from 
the vaft profufion of ornaments that nearly covered it, con- 
fifting of pearls, rubies, emeralds, and coral. Pearls intere 
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mixed with beads of gold, and fome rubies, conflituted the 
ornaments of herears. Chaplets of larger gems hung round 
her neck, among which were balafs rubies, lapis lazuli, 
amber and coral in numerous wreaths, one chaplet beneath 
the other, defcending to the waift. Her veft was clofe but. 
toned round the neck. A girdle embraced it round the waift, 
which was faftened by a golden buckle, having a large ruby 
inthe centre. A garnet-coloured fhaw!, wrought with white 
itars, completed her dreis, which defcended to the knee ; fhe 
wore bulgar boots. 

“ Gyap, the father of the Lama, was dreffed in a yellow 
fatin garment, wrought with gold, and emblazoned with the 
Imperial dragon. Our converfation was extremely limited ; 
the Lama’s father faid, that he had initru€tions from Tefhoo 
Loomboo to”entertain me four days, and he preffed me fo 
earneitly to ftay one more, on his account, that I could not 
decline the invitations The place he named for our meeting 
on the morrow, was juft beyond the borders of the monal- 
ery, in a {mall pavilion, which had been ereéted for his oce 
‘cafional retirement and recreation; the ufe of the bow, in 
which he delighted, being deemed indecorous within the li- 
mits Of the monaftery, as indeed was every kind of idle fport, 
that feemed inconfiflent with the charaéier of the place.” 








An Account of the Yellow Fever which prevailed in the 
City of Philadelphia, in the Year 1793. 


{Publifhed at Philadelphia in Poulfon’s Almanack for the Year 
1795-] 


AMoNe the domeftic occurrences that arrefted the at- 
tention of the citizens of the United States, in the 
courfe of the year 1793, the rage of the yellow fever in the 


markable. The diforder, diftinguifhed by this appellation, 
ds highly contagious and mortal, and leads in its train all the 
horrors of a peftilence. A difeafe fo dreadful in itfelf, and 
{6 unufual in this country, could not fail to occafion univer- 
fal terror and confufion during its prevalence, and general 
curiofity and difcuffion after it had fubfided. The public 
have already been prefented withthe fucceflive publications 
of Mr. Carey, Mr. Heirhuth, Dr. Nafly, Dr. Cathral, Dr. 
Currie, Dr. Deveze, and Dr. Ruth, and the minutes of the 
attive and ufeful committee of citizens. Thefe pgs 
° ° , wl 
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will tranfmit to pofterity an accurate and comprehenfive 
hiftory of the fever, and throw the cleareft light upon the 
future refearches of {cience or curiofity. The prefent con- 
cife account is offered only to thofe who have not an oppore 
tunity of perufing thefe produétions. 

The ftate of the weather, fome time prevous'to the appear- 
ance of the fever, deferves to be particularly noticed. It 
was, in general, warm and dry, and {ggmed to poffefs a qua- 
lity that rendered it uncommonly enervating and deprefling 
to the human frame. The feelings and recolle&tion of many 
perfons who have been fo fortunate as to efcape the fever 
entirely, or to furvive its attacks, will fufliciently eftablith 
thetruth of this obfervation. But, wheilier the generation. 
of the diforder may be attributed to this circumftance, or to 
exhalations from putrid vegetable matter; or whether it was 
generated at all in this country, is a fubje& on which doftors 
have difagreed, and I fhall not attempt to decide. It feems, 
however, to be agreed on all bands, that the fenfible qualities 
of the atmofphere had a ftriking effe&t, in rendering the con- 
tagion more or lefs aétive. 7 

The yellow fever appeared in the city of Philadelphia 
about the beginning of Auguft. Dr. Cathrall attended a 
patient at Denny’s lodging-houfe, in Water-ftreet, on the 
3d of Auguft. On the 5th of Auguft, Dr. Ruth was re- 
quefted by Dr. Hodge to vifit his child. He obferves, that 
he found the child ill with a fever of the bilious kind, ace 
companied with a yellow {kin, which terminated in death on 
the feventh ot the fame month. 

On the 6th of Auguft, Dr. Ruth was called to attend two 
perfons with fimilar {ymptoms, and vifited feveral between 
that day and the 19th following. It does not appear, how- 
ever, that even the phy ficians had any apprehenfion. of the 
exiftence of a malignant contagious fever in the city before 
the igth; and, even after that period, fome of the profeffion 
difputed its exiftence. _ But the alarm feems then to have 
{pread pretty rapidly, for on the 22d of Auguft, our vigilant 
and intrepid Mayor, Matthew Clarkfon, Efq. addreifed the 
city commiflioners, and dire&ted them to cleanfe and purify 
the ftreets immediately, On the 23d or 24th, the governor 
of the commonwealth dire&ed an inquiry to afcertain the 


faéts refpeéting the exiftence of a contagious diforder in the 


city, andthe probable means of removing it. Dr. Hutchin- 

fon, the phyfician of the port, in anfwer tothe firft queftion, 

fated the exiftence of an infeétious malignant fever, and the 

Favages it had already made within the circles of his inqui- 
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ries*. In anfwerto the fecond, he referred to the recomy 
mendations of the Collegeof Phyficians refpe€ing the pre. 
vention and treatment of the diforder, which were, at the 
fame time, made public. 

The public calamity was now no longer queftionable. 
Terror, confufion, and diftra€tion {pread rapidly from breaf 
to breaft, and from family to family. The citizens ceafed to. 
regard with pleafure their feats of thriving induftry and 
flourifhing commerce. Thofe of them whofe conne&tions 
afforded an afylum, or whofe circumftances permitted them 
to feck one, gradually abandoned the city, and retired to 
different -parts of the United States; and the horizon of 
horror feemed to be clofing f{wiftly on thofe who remained 
behind. 

In the progrefs of this fatal diforder, it was obferved, that 
the fear of death, and the defire of fafety, predominated over 
every principle of generofity, gratitude, and duty. The 
near approach of danger feemed to have diffolved the tender 
conneétions of parent and child—of brother and filter—of 
hufband and wife. That amiable enthufiafm—that heroifm 
of affeGtion, which, might have been fo confpicuoufly dif- 
played on this oceafion, was fought for in vain. All the 
charities of human nature were contraéted into a {mall circle, 
and that little circle was /ed/. 

In making this obfervation, which muft be grating to the 
feelings of many of my poor fellow citizens, I follow Mr. 
Carey, in his popular hiftory of the fever. As a general 
obfervation I believe it is well founded ; but, from the mals 
of the people, I have no doubt a thoufand amiable inftances 
of contrary condué& might be fele€ted. To detail thefe 
would be a moft agreeable office; but voluntarily fhrinking 
from publie applaufe, or funk perhaps to the filent grave, 
what hiftorian thall enrich his annals with their virtues? 
What penetrating eye has darted into the deferted chamber 
of difeafe and defpair, and feen the affeftionate wife bind- 
ing the temples of her hufband, or the weeping daughter 
kneeling befide the bed of her father ? Amiable fex _— 
know fo well te rob the barbed fhafts of pain of half the 
afperity—your gentle offices, I am perfuaded, were not en- 
tirely negleéted at this important crifis. But it is the fate of 
female heraifm to fpread no farther than the borders of their 

own 


* It appears by the regifter of deaths, that about two huadsed 
perfons had been curried of by the fever at this time, 
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own families; while the magnanimity of men is flamped on 
medals, and handed down in records to pofterity, 

At this period of total ftagnation of bufinefs, the weight 
of the public calamity fell very heavily onthe poor. With- 
out the means of efcape, without refources for fubfif. 
tence, and placed in thofe narrow alleys, and crowded and 
dirty recefles, in which the fever raged with the moft de- 
ftruftive violence ; fuch of them as were not fw ‘ept at once 
into the grave, were thrown upon the public charity. At 
the approach of the diforder mott of the guardians of the 
poor had left the city, and thofe of them who remained, 
though ative and benevolent, found themfelves utterly un- 
equal to the additional duties which now devolved upon them, 
Tie neceffity of an hofpital for the infected was immedi- 
ately fele and acknowledged, and Bufh Hill, the feat of 
William Hamiion, Efg. a large and commodious edifice, 
fituated near the city, but aloof from the neighbourhood of 
any other dwelling-houfes, was, after fome time, fixed upon, 
and taken poffeflion of. To this place the fick were fent, 
and here they were provided for and attended. Onthe 10th 
of September, an advertifement under the fignature of the 
Mayor, announced that the guardians of the poor were dif- 
trelled for want of affiftance, and invited the aid otf bene- 
volent citizens. A meeting of the citizens was held on the 
12th, and another on the 14th of September. At this lai 
meeting, the committee, who rendered themfelves fo emi- 
nently ufeful in thefe times of general diftrefs, were nomi- 
nated. The committee confifted, originally, of tweniy-fix 
members, and, as neceflity demanded their immediate 
organization, they proceeded direttly to bufinefs. Stephen 
Girard and Peter Helm offered themfelves as fuperintendants 
to the hofpital at Bufh Hill. This dangerous duty they dif- 
charged with a zeal and aétivity which does them the higheft 
honour, and merits the warmett gratitude of their fellow- 
citizens. Dr. Dev eze,a phyfician from Cape Francois, and 
Dr. Duffield, of this city, devoted their profeflional labours 
to the fervice of the fick. Under the direction of thefe 
gentlemen the hofpital was kept in excellent order, and fur- 
nifhed with every requifite for the comfort and convenience 
of the afflifted. Numerous nurfes and affiftants, and three 
telident phyficians, and an apothecary, fecured to the patients 
every benefit of careful attendance, and immediate medical 
aid*, At firft, as was natural to expeét, the citizens regarded 

the 

* Vide Minutes of the Committee, page 52, the Report upon 
the State of the Hofpital. 
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the hofpital with horror, as the promifcuous retreat of 
defpairing victims, who were conveyed thither to expire at 
a diftance from their friends. But it was afterwards regarded 
as the fafeft afylum for the infeed, and many perfons-who 
needed not the benefit of the poor laws, were, at their own 
requeft, removed thither, as to a place where they might be 
fecure of every pofhble attention and affiflance. 

Inthe rapid progrefs the difeafe made, from the time the 
Committee of Health was organized, till the middle of 
Oétober, many families in the city, of fome refpeétability, 
a&tually fuffered for the want of menial aid. The Widow 
Mills’s family, in Race-ftreet, tothe number of feven, were 
all ii] with the fever, in the early part of September, and had 
no other nurfe but a black man, who vifited them frequently 
every day, but who had other families in the fame manner 
under his care, and was, of confequence, often abfent. The 
family fuffered extremely, till a young man, a nephew of 
the widow’s, heard of their diftrefs, and heroically devoted 
himfelf to their relief: inftruéted only by his humanity, he 
became a tender, faithful, and folicitous nurfe. - Two of the 
family died—the reft recovered under his affeétionate care; 
but, a few days after, and under the fame roof, he himfelf 
funk a viétim to his own virtuous zeal. Virtue, wherever it 
appears, ennobles the pofleflor, however humble his external 
fituation may be. This young man’s name was Charles 
Halden—he had been an apprentice to Jofeph Budd, of this 
city, and was about twenty years of age. This effort ot 
courageous humanity deferves the greater applaufe, as he 
never expetted to furvive it. 

The diforder feems to have been attended with the greatet 
mortality between the 8th and 14th of O@ober. The burials, 
during that interval, average one hundred daily; and 
nothing could exceed the melancholy fituation of the fur- 
vivors. Almoft all the officers of government had forfaken 
the city : above twenty thoufand inhabitants had. likewife 
fled, and near three thoufand houfes were fhut up. Every 
day added to the bills of mortality the names of valuable citt- 
zens, to whom the people had looked up with eyes of hope 
and expeétation. Social intercourfe was at an end—the bar- 
red manfion admitted no longer the fleps of inquifitive fami- 
liarity, or foothing affeétion. The citizens turned their eyes, 
fullen with continual grief, diftrefsfully upon every ap- 
proaching objeét. . 

A friend of mine, who remained in the city during the 
whole reign of the diforder, informed me, that, on the evens 
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ing of a day in which the mortality around him had been very 
great, and feveral of his intimate acquaintances had fallen, 
he retired to bed at his ufual hour; but, tortured with me. 
laicholy refle€tions, was unable to take any repofc. He 
rofe, and throwing up the fafh of a front window, looked into 
the ftreet. The moon caft her paleft beams upon the prof- 
peét, and the death-like filence which reigned around was 
interrupted only by the loud and piercing fhrieks of depart- 
ing victims, and the low rumbling noife of carriages remov- 
ing the dead. Sometimes he would fee a freth corpfe filently 
Jetdown from a cafement, and being placed upon fhafts, 
fall into.a long, flow, and folemn march of an endlefs train 
of cofins. What a ftriking pi€ture of defolation did this 
once cheerful and populous city prefent! How gloomy to 
a being {urrounded with all thefe horrors, and who knew not 
in what manner they would terminate ! 

An affeéting inflance of accumulated domeftic diftrefs, is 
secorded in the minutes of the committee, page 71: 

“ One of the carters, in the fervice of the committee, 
reports, that in the performance of his duty, he heard the 
cry of aperfon in great diftrefs. The neighbours informed 
him, that the family had been ill fome days, and that, being 
afriid of the difeafe, no one had ventured to examine the 
houfe. He cheerfully undertook the benevolent tafk—went 
up fairs, and.to his furprize, found the father dead, who had 
been lying on the floor for fome days, two children near 
him, alfo dead, and the mother in labour. He tarried with 
her; the was delivered while he was there; and, in a fhort 
time, both fhe and her infant expired! He came to the city- 
hall, took coffins, and buried them all.” 

The difeafe, in its deftruétive career, had robbed mary 
families of their head and fupport, and left numerous infants 
wandering about the ftrects, without any human being to own 
and proteét them. The committee found here a new occa- 
fion for the exercife of their paternal care, and accordingly 
eftablilhed an orphan-houfe, with a refpeétable matron to 
fuperintend it. This inftitution has, at different times, ex. 
tended its fhelter to one hundred and ninety-four children. 
At the diffolution of the committee, they recommended thefe 
mnocents to the proteftion of the legiflature, in the molt 
earneft and affecting manner. An aét of the General Af- 
fembly has fince been paffed, appointing guardians for thefe 
orphan children, and providing in a liberal manner for their 
fupport and education. 

On 
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On the 26th of Ofober, the diforder having very conf. 
derably abated, the committee addreffed theirfellow-citizens, 
congratulating them on the very flattering change that had 
taken. place; but recommending to thofe who were abfent 
not to return until the flate of the atmofphere fhould be 
altered by rain or cold weather. During the greateft pan 
of the diforder, the heavens (to ufe a forcible fcripture ex. 
preflion) had been as brafs. To this uncommon drought 
may be attributed much of the violence and obftinacy- of the 
fever. Towards the latter end of O@ober, the weather be. 
came more cool, and fome rain defcended. Although this 
unqueftionably produced very falutary effeéts; yet, it is 
poflible, that this circumftance alone will not account forthe 
very rapid declenfion of the difeafe. Mr. Carey devotes a 
whole chapter of his book to prove, that winds and rain had 
no effeét at all, but that the ceffation ought to be afcribed te 
fupernatural divine interference. He who believes that the 
Deity could as well employ natural as miraculous means to 
accomplith his benevolent purpofes, will undoubtedly con. 
elude, that in this refpeé& his piety is as miftaken as his phi- 
lofophy is erroneous. 


A Summary of Deaths, each Month, during the Fever, 
In Auguft, 1793, there died - 361 





In September - . - 1514 
In Oétober’ - ° ° - 2045 
In November ~ ~ ~ 124 

Total 4044 





A DESCRIPTION of mopern BAGDAD. 


[From Jackfon’s Journey from India.] 


AGDAD is feated on the eaftern banks of the Tigris. 
It is a large and populous city, extending along the 
banks of the river about three miles; and the length of the 
walls from the river being about two miles, gives it the form 
of an oblong fquare. The houfes, though very interior to 
European, are much better built than thofe of Buffora, but 
nearly in the fame ftyle. 
Many of the public buildings, fuch as mofques, minarets 


and hummums are conitruéted of hewn ftone, and make é 
very handfome appearance. Here is alfo an extenfive Bae 
zat, 
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ext, which is well fupplied with variety of articles ; but the 
prices in general are much higher than at Buffora. 

The Armenians are the principal merchants here; the ma- 
yofactories carried on are few, and thofe confined to articles 
for immediate ufe, as fhoes, boots, clothes, fadlery, and culi- 
tary articles. 

The Armenians at Moful fend great quantities of copper 
down the Tigris to Bagdad upon rafts of timber faftened to- 
gether. On their arrival the rafts are fold, wood being very 
fearte here. The topper is aftewards thipped for Buffora 
en board large dows, which are ufually about fix months in 

rming the voyage thither and back again. The copper 
sin fimall roand cakes about fix inches broad, and nearly 
two inches thick in the middle, but gradually floping to the 
edges. It is of a quality nearly the fame as Englith battery 
cake copper. 

This trade, which has not long been carried on, is faft in- 
treafing to a very preat extent; for fometimes fhips fail from 
Buflora laden almoft entirely with copper; and I am per- 
fuaded that it will in time prove prejudicial to the Engifh 
manufa&tories. Labour being much cheaper in thefe couns 
tries than in Europe, they are enabled to carry it to a market 
ta much cheaper rate ; and this makesit very profitable to 
thofe at prefent concerned in it. 

Though Bagdad is much better built than any other city 
in this part of the world, itis ftill very inferior to many ci-« 
ties in Europe. Every houfe bears the appearance of a 
prifon, as defcribed in Buffora, but compofed of better ma- 
terials; they ate in general of brick, and the timbers very 
good, being thofe which are floated down the Tigris: The 
freets are very narrow and dufly. I had near half a mile 
to go every night to fleep, and ufaally fet out about eleven 
o'clock, always taking a Turkith fervant with a lanthern, as 
it would have been very dangerous to walk at fuch a time 
without a light. Scorpions, tarantulas, and other noxious 
miesis, were very numerous. Of the former I have fre- 
quently killed four or five in a night; they are ef the large 
black kind, and their flings often prove mortal. 

All perfons at this feafon of the year fleep on the tops of 
their houfes ; and I have often been entertained by feeing the 
People ran off with their clothes in their hands at fun-rife; 

or as foon as it has rifen above the horizon it becomes excef« 
fively hot. I foon learned, however, that even looking over 
our own parapet-wall was a deed of danger; for that the 
Turks would not tefitate a moment to fhoot at any perfon 
Vor. XXXVI. 2C€ + they 
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they might difcover overlooking their houfes. The honfe 
where I tlept was near the middle “of the city, and very lofty, 
none being higher in the city, except the minarets, the fe. 
raglio, and afew houles belonging to the minifters and prin. 
cipal officers. 

Here are many cranes, much larger and'very different from 

any that we have in Europe. They build their nefts upon 
the tops, of the minarets, and the loftieft houfes, where they 
are never molefted, and are in confequence very tame. I 
have eftem been within two.yards of their nefts without ex. 
citing in them any fear. 

As there are no canals to water the city, many poor 
peo; le are conftantly employed in carrying water from the 
yiver in fkins. Some take it ontheir backs, while others have 
afles and mules.., 

Without the wails, to the weltward, 1S eneeety defert, not 
having the Icaft traces of vegetation, excepton the banks of 
the river, Behind the city "to the northward, the fame bar- 
rennefs prevails ;, there is no water nor-any cultivation. To 
the eaftward, along the banks of the river, there are excellent 
gardens, which extend about four miles ; and a great many 
houfes filled with inhabitants Mand without the walls. 

The city, however, is chiefly fupplied with fruits and ve- 
getables from the oppofite fide of the river, where there is 
rauch cultivation. 

T he Bafhaw and fome of the principal people have country 
feats in this peighpourh: od. This was the {cite of ancient 
se Ry built by Seleucus, one of Alexander’s Generals, 
who fucceeded to the government of this part of the 

country ; and feveral of his coins are ftill to be met with in 
Bagdad. The gold coin is worth about two guineas ; it bears 
as flrong an impreffion of the head as the ancient. Roman 
coins, but has a long beard. : 

A little fa pute towards Hilla, are ftill to be feen fome ruins 


of ancient Babylon. 





Fiftorical Account of Englifh Poets Laureat. 


[Dt \GRIES in grammar, which included rbetoric and 
verfification, having been anciently conferred in out 
univerfities, that circumflance has occafioned much cone 
fulion, and has led fome writers too hattily to fuppole that 
pe:fons were invelled with the office of poet laureat who, 10 
truth, had no claim to it. A wreath of laurel being peer 
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to the new graduate on taking his degree, he was afterwards 
frequently ftiled poeta /aureatus ; and this {cholaftic laureae 
tion certainly gave rife to the appellation by which the court 
poet was diftinguifhed. The King’s poet laureat, therefore, 
firidly fpeaking, is only a graduate rhetorician, employed in 
the fervice of the King. 

On this fubjeé&t, Fuller makes the following obfervation* : 
“ As for our Englith poets, fome have afflumed unto them- 
felves the title of laureat, as John Kay, in his dedication of 
“ The Siege of Rhodes” to King Edward the Fourth, fub- 
{cribing himfelf his humble poet Jaureat.’ Others have, in 
compliment, given the title to fuch perfons as were eminené 
in that faculty ; and nothing 1s more ufual than to fee their 
pidures before their books, and ftatues on their tombs, orna- 
mented accordingly. However, all this is done by civil 
courtefy, or common cuftom ; no cefemonious creation in 
court or univerfity.” 

So early as the thirteenth century, Henry d’Avranches, a 
Frenchman (Henricus Abrincenfis,) was entertained by our 
Henry III. as a poet attached to his court; and under the 
title of “* Mafter Henry the verfifier” received from that 
monarch an’ annual flipend, which feems to have been ten 
pounds a year. 

In the 36th year of the fame King’s reign (1252,) 40s. a 
year and-a pipe of wine were granted to Richard, the King’s 
harper ; which perhaps gave rife at a fubfequent period toa 
fimilar bounty to the poet laureat. 

Gulielmus‘Peregrinus, whd compofed a poem on the cru- 
fade of Richard I. appears té have been the royal poet of 
thattimé; and Robert Bafton, whom Ball calls poeta Oxoniz 
lauredts, and whom Edward II. carried with him to the 
fiege of Stirling-Caftle, to record his Scottifh exploits in 
verfe, may be confidered as‘ éxercifing the fame office under 
that monarch. Of thefe verfifiers, as they were then called, 
the compofitions produced in their Charaéter of ‘poets laureat 
were in Latin, 

Chaucer, perhaps, in ‘the time. of Edward III. and Ri. 
chard JI, as a poet, and as receiving a royal penfion, not 
without a due allowance of fack; and in the time of Henry 
the Fourth, Henry-Scogan;, Mafter of Arts, who, if we may 
credit Ben Jonfon, made difgurfes for the King’s fons, and 
wrote in fine tinkling rhyme and flowand verfe ; may with 
fufficient propriety be enrolled in the fame tuneful’ and ho. 

2C 2 nourable 


® Worthies of England, c. x. p. 27. 
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nourable band : yet neither thefe poets nor Gower, though 
two of them were afterwards enumerated in Dryden’s patent, 
as having worn the laurel, were ever regularly and exprefsly 
appointed to this office; nor does the title of poet laureat 
occur earlier than the time of Edward LV. to whom John Kay 
(Caius,) about the year 1470, dedicating a profe tranflation 
of a Latin hiftory of the fiege af Rhades, ftyles himfelf 
hys humble poete lauriate. None of his poetry, however, 
either in Latin or Englifh, is known to be extant. 

Andrew Bernard, a Frenchman, and an Auguftine monk, 
who was blind, was fucceflively poet laureat and hifo, 
pyiographerto Henry VII. and Henry VIII, and was living 
in 1522. 

In 1489, John Skelton was Jaureated as a rhetorician a 
Oxford, and a few years afterwards was permitted to weag 
the laurel publicly at Cambridge. Previoufly to which he had 
been honoured by Henry VII. with a grant to wear either 
fome peculiar drefs, or fome additional ornament on his or- 


dinary apparel. . That he was poet laureat to Henry VIII, * 


may be prefumed from the titles of fome of his works, buy 
there is not fufficient proof of his ever having received aq 
annual falary, which isa criterion for forming a conjecture, 
at leaft, concerning the poffeffion of the office, for none of 
the perfons who may be confidered as filling the flation be. 
fore Dryden, except Andrew Bernard, are exprefsly de 
nominated poets laureat in any authentic record. 

Thomas Churchyard, a voluminous poetafter in the time 
of Queen Elizabeth, in confequence of having addrefled 
many of the noblemen of her court for near 49 years, in {uch 
vhy mes as he could {pin, is called by one of his contempor. 
vies the old court poet; this has given rife to a conjecture 
that he was peculiarly countenanced and patronifed by the 
Queen, and formally placed at the head of the poetical band 
of that time; but, undoubtedly, Elizabeth had no poet 
laureat till in February, 1590-4, fhe conferred on Edmund 
Spenter, a penfion of 501. a year; from which time to hig 
death, in 1598-9, he may. properly be confidered as filling 
the office, though not exprefsly Riled Jaureat in his patent, 

Samuel Danie] has been reprefented by Anthony Wood, 
and others, as the next fucceflog to the laurel, but he never 
was thus honoured ; for from the death of Spenfer to the 
ywar 4946 the poctical throne was vacant, though in that 
period Danie}, Jonfon, Dekker, and others, furnifhed. the 
court with. pageants and mafques, and may, during that in- 
terval, be confidered as volunteer laureats. About four 
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months before the death of Shakefpeare, January 1, 1615.16, 
King James granted to Ben Jonfon a penfion of 100 marks 
ayear (66], 13s. 4d.) during his life, ‘‘ in confideration of 
his good and acceptable fervices paft and future ;” a grant 
which invefted him with all the.dignity and funétions of poet 
faureat. This confideration, however, is common to many 
other crown grants not conferred on poets; nor did any 
patent exprefsly mention the duty arid peculiar fervices ex+ 
pefted from a poet laureat, before that of Charles I. to the 
fame perfon ; in which the charafter and funétions of this 
office are, for the firit time, fpecificaily pointed out. On 
the 23d of April, 1630, that King “* in confideration of 
ood and acceptable fervices done by the faid Benjamin Jon. 

n, andefpecially to encourage him to proceed in thole fer, 
vices of his wit and pen which we have enjoined unto. him, 
and which we expeét from him,” was pleafed to augment his 
annuity of one hundred marks to one hundred pounds per 
annum, during life, payable from the preceding Chriftmas. 
Old Ben had not long before been ftruck with the palfy, on 
which account, perhaps, as well as to gratify his well-known 
propenfity, his Majefty, by the fame inftrument, granted him 
atierce of Canary wine yearly, during his life, out of the 
royal cellars at Whitehall. 

It has been generally fuppofed that Sir William d’Avenant, 
fucceeded to the bays immediately on Jonfon’s death, in 
Auguft, 1637; but he then received no favour from the 
crown. About fixteen months afterwards, December 43, 
1638, letters patent pafled the great feal, granting an annuity 
of 1001, a year tothe faid William d’Avenant, during his 
Majefty’s pleafure. By this patent no Canary wine was 
given, nor is any mention made of the officeof poet laureat, 
or the duties belonging to it. 

In 1670, fome time after the death of Sir William d’Ave. 
nant, Dryden was made poet laured&t by letters patent, and 
held the office till he was compelled to forego it in confe 
guence of the revolution. 

a the 2oth of Auguft, 1689, he was fucceeded by Shad 
well, 

Shadwell’s fucceffor was Nahum Tate, December 23, 1692, 
with an annual penfion ef one hundred pounds, and a butt 
of Canary wine, 

Onthe death of Tate, 1716, the laurel was given to Rowe 
who dying in December, 1718, the Rev. Laurence Eufden, 
Was in the following year inyelted with this office. ‘i 
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On the death of Eufden, September 27, 1790, Colley 
Cibber was appointed poet laureat. His reign extended tg 
the end of the year 1757. 

To him fucceeded William Whitehead, who dying on the 
14th of April, 1785, the Rev. Thomas Warton obtained the 
Jaurel, which he held for five years. 

Shortly after his death, which happened May 21, 1790, 
Henry James Pye, Efq. was appointed poet laureat, and now 
fills the poetical throne. 

There is no grant in the chapel of the rolls, conffituting 
Rowe poet laureat. The prattice of conferring this office 
by a warrant figned and fealed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
nominating A. B. to the office, with the accuftomed fees 
thereunto belonging, then commenced, and has prevailed 
from that time to the prefent. 





ACCOUNT of the late LORD VISCOUNT SIDNEY. 


N the month of July, 1800, died, at his feat at Chiflehurf, 
in Kent, the Right Hon. Thomas Townfend, Vifcount 
Sidney. He was the fonof the Right Hon. Thomas Townf- 
end, who fat fo many years in Parliament for the Univerfity 
eof Cambridge. The family having an intereft in the borough 
of Whitchurch, Mr. Townfend was elefted Member of Par- 
hiament for that borough, at the general election, in 1754, 
when he was only 21 years of age. He continued to repre- 
fent this borough fo long as he fat in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. He entered early into the army, and in 1750, wag 
promoted to be Major in Arabin’s regiment of foot, and in 
#761, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 57th: Next year he was 
promoted to be Colonel inthe army. 

With the peace of 1762, he ended his military and began 
his Parliamentary career. The fame year he married a Mifs 
Powys, daughter and co-heirefs of Richard Powys, Efq. by 
whom he had many children. From his entrance into Par. 
tiament he attached himfelf to the Whig party. We hear 
nothing of him, however, as a fenator, till the year, 3793, 
when the preliminaries of the peace of Verfailles were laid 
before the Houfe of Commons. On the motion of appro- 
bation of this peace, Colonel Townfend was one of the tel- 
bers for the oppofition. With this party Colonel Townfend 
continued to aét until the year 1795, when, on their coming 
into power, he was'appointed one of the Lords of: the Trea. 
jury. 
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The principles of this adminiftration did not accord with 
the ruling paflion of the court, and in lefs than a twelve- 
month they went out of office; but the Colonel had tafted 
too much of the {weets of office to go ont with them; and 
in the arrangement of the Duke of Grafton’s adminiftration, 
Colonel Townfend was made Joint Pay-Mafter General, 
and fworn of the Privy Council. He held this place about 
ayear;-and then refigned. 

Ananecdote is told of this refignation, which does both the 
deceafed’ Lord and tiis father fome credit. ‘He had appeared 
uneafy at his-fituation, which, having a large and growing 
family, he could not conveniently part with ; his father ad- 
wifed himto refign, which he did; and for which his father, 
the next day, prefented him with a very confiderable fum of 
money, faid to amount to ten thoufand pounds; he imme- 
diately joined his friends on the Oppofition Bench, with 
whom he laboured for fourteen long years. And, although 
as little gifted fur an orator as any man inthe Houfe, yet no 
one was a more conflant fpeaker ; and he certainly poffeffed 
thetalent of badgering the Minilter (Lord North) equal to 
any in St. Stephen’s Chapel. 

Colonel Townfend was always conneSted with the party 
of Lord Chatham; and at the death of that great Miniiter 
was one of thofe who fupported his pall. With the Rock- 
ingham adminiftration he again came into place, as Secretary 
at War, but as before, did not choofe to go out with them ; 
and was, by Lord Shelburne, made one of the Secretaries of 
State. The coalition Minittry removed him, for a thort 
time, but Mr. Pitt reftored him, and at the fame time he was 
created Baron Sidney, of Chillehurft, in Kent. 

On the eftablifhment of the India Board, his Lordfhip 
was appointed one of the Commiffioners of that Board. A 
marriage be:ween the Earl of Chatham, brother of the Pre- 
mier, and one of lus daughters, conneéted him ftill clofer 
with the Pitt family, and through that conneétion, in 1789, 
he obtained the dignity of Vifcount, and exchanged the 
office of Secretary of Siate for one of the finecure places 
of Chief Juftice in Eyre. Since this he has been a very 
warm fupporter of the prefent M.milry. 

The curcumftances of his death were rather peculiar. Re- 
turning from his morning’s ride, he went into the garden, 
and walked round the pond, and then returned into the par- 
lour, defiring the fervant to give him pen and ink, and ne 
would write to his attorney when he ihould be im town, 
After writing, ‘‘ Sir, I tpall be ” his Lordilup tell beck 
on 
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on his chair ina fit; Mr. Townfend, his eldeft fon, who wa 
with him, called for affiftance, but to no purpofe. The } 
words his Lordfhip {poke, were, “‘ Give me my draught!* 
About three minutes afterwards he expired. His Lord hig 
is {ucceeded in his title and eftates by the Hon. John Thoma 
Townfend, as Lord of the Treafury. 





On VIEWING the SEA at SIDMOUTH. 
By the late Dr. James Fordyce. 


N this place of fecurity, I view unaffrighted, though tot 
unawed, the majeftic ocean, {pread out before me. Ste. 
pendous image of thy power, Omnipotent Creator 1 nor 
lefs of thy benevolence, Univerfal Parent! Was it ne 
formed by thee to unite in bonds of mutual intercourfe, thy 
wide extended family of mankind; to carry through various 
and diftant nations the refpe&tive produtions and difcoveries 
of each ; to relieve or diminith their mutual wants, and dil. 
feminate the bleflings of religion and humanity unto the ends 
of the earth ? But whocan number the tribes or tell the di. 
werlity of living creatures with which thou haft replenithed 
this mighty receptacle of waters, fitting all to enjoy their 
native element, and many to fupply a rich and wholefome 
nourifhment for man ? May he receive it with thank fgiving 
as one of thofe benefits that, when placed within his powet, 
were intended to employ his induftry, and ftrengthen him fet 
thy fervice! Nor would I forget to acknowledge that beng. 
nant Providence which hath, in fo many other ways, ren- 
dered the fame element conducive to health and comfort, by 
furnifhing ftores of falt to feafon and preferve our food, by 
refrefhing the adjacent coafts with falutary breezes, by 1- 
vigorating the weak and reftoring the difeafed, that bathe in 
its briny waves ! 








An ANECDOTE. 
H* Majefty King James the Firft, in one of his addrefles 


to his Parliament, curioufly remarks" That wifdom 
in a fubjeét is as inferior to wifdom in a monarch, asthe glit- 
tering of a nail in a horfe’s thoe is to the {plendour of a flat 
inthe firmament !’—This brilliant fpeech was, no doubt, a 
proof of his Majcfty’s modefly, 
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BON M O T. 
D* THOMAS NETTLETON, of Halifax, one of 


the inftruéters of _Profeflor Sanderfon in the mathe- 
matics, being one day in company with feveral gentlemen, 
one of them’ was laying great ftrefs upon Dean Echard’s 
account of Cromwell’s felling himfelf to the Devil before 
the battle ot Worcefter, affirming that the bargain was in. 
tended for 21 years, but that the Devil had put atrick upon 
Oliver, by tranfpofing the figures, and fo leffening the term 
nine years; and then turning haftily to Dr. Nettleton, afked 
him what could be the Devil’s motive for fo doing. Dr. Net. 
tleton, without hefitation replied, “* I fuppofe he was ina 
hurry for the refloration.” 





Anfwer, by P. A. Kavanagh, of Exeter, to the Charade, in. 
Serted June 2, 


OW happy will this country be 
When war and bloodthed ceafe ; 
When thefe vile fcenes will have an end, 


And FIRELOCKS lie at eafe. 


#,# We have received the like anfwer from R. Andrews, 
and J. King, of Kingfhridge; T. Whicker, and R. Thomas, 
of Exeter; R.Maffett, of Saltafh; Philom. of Teingmouth ; 
W. Bickham, junior, of Afhburton; N. Knott,and J. Ball, 
jun. of Taunton; T. Jarvis, of Malborough; R. Baker, of 
the Poole Volunteers; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Cary; Serjeant 
Whittle, of tie Upway Volunteers; and G. Coulman, of 
Broadhempfton. 





a os a 


Anfwer, by R. Andrews, of King foridge, to Serjeant Ajh': 
Anagram, inferted Fune 9, 


HE OCEAN, if tranfpos’d with care, 
A CANOE foon will make appear ; 
Erafe one letter, here’s a CANE, 
Which ofttimes doth affift the lame ; 
Change itagain, if I am right, 
Twill bring the French town CAEN to fight. 


¢7 We have received the like anfwer from Philom. of 
Teingmouth; John King, of King{brdge; Edward Sher. 
o ) 


Vor. XXXVI, 2] man, 
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man, of Cornwood; G. Coulman,, of Broadhempfion ; 

nr 2 os . ° ’ 
R. Thomas, of Exeter; J. Whiteway, of Dartington ; and 
Serjeant Field, of the late fourth Devon militia. 





4A QUESTION, by Mathematicus. 


IVEN the diagonal of a cone’s fruftum = 50, and the 

F ratio of the diameters, as 337, to find the dimenfions, 

when the folidity is a maximum. To be worked by a 
fluxionary procefs, 


—————— - - a 


A REBUS, dy ¥- , of Phillack. 





UDICIOUS BARDS, a fcience firft expound; 
.J) AKing of Babylon muii next be found ; 
The deity that o’er the fea prefides ; 
Laftly one of the Nine muff be defcry’d: 


Arrange the initials, and the fame combine, 
A fair-one’s name you quickly will define, 
Whafe lovely form is finifh’d elegance, 
Whofe guilelefs foul is truth and innocence. 


4 CHARADE, éy W. Rennels, of Barnflaple, 


E connoiffeurs of my ftic themes, 
Whofe prying genius oft is try’d, 
Explore my firft where nature feems 
Her fubterraneous works to hide. 


My next an Englith hero bold; 
My whole an occupation name: 
Go {earch the {criptures, where behold 
St. Paul makes mention of the fame. 
Sebel peed de 
#4* W, Rennels, of Barnfaple, wifhes toinforma certain 
corre/pondent, that tf he will refer to the Entertainer for 
April 30, 1798, he will find the rebus adverted to corredlly 
anfwered by Mr, G. Hazell, 
gtr Pojiage of letters muft be paid; and genuine anfwers 
jueflions, Gc, are requefied to be fent with them, 


9 POETRY. 
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The HOP-GATHERING. 






[From Dr. Booker’s Poem, entitled, “ The Hop-Garden,”’] 


IGHT’s get | veil withdrawn, now orient fkies 


Beam with tranicendant glory, ev’ry plain 
Tinting with rofeate hue. The journeying tribe, 
Refreth’d, light’s glorious rifing gladly hail. 
Wak’d by the cock’s fhrill clarion up they fpring; 
And, ready vefted, joyous fally forth, 

Grateful to Him who gave them balmy reft, 

Nor mindlefs of a blefling for the friend 

Whole evening bounty, and whofe nightly bed, 
Reflor’d them—faint and weary. Rofy morn 
Empurples all the eaft, and on the tops 

Ot higheft mountains, Malvern! thine, fheds gold, 
See! o’er a fheet continuous and vatt 

Of fineft net-work, which Arachne’s train 

Or fairies wove, innumerable gems— 

Brilliant and changeful, tremble with the breeze. 
Now roll the dappled clouds before the fun, 

Like fhrouded velels on the azure main 

Before Britannia’s trident, when loud calls 
Bellona the furrounding world to war. 

Hills, woods, and forefts, fhadowy vales, and plains, 
Capacious bays, and promontories buge 

Fring’d with foft-tufted foliage, fancy fees 

In thofe acrial forms which richly veil 

The blue expanfe of Heav’n. By flow degrees 
Thefe vanith ; and, auguftly from his couch, 
Rifes the king of day. Lo! with him rife 
Creation’s tenants—man, and bird, and beaft, 

And earth rejoicing {miles. The village fmokes ; 
The woods are vocal; and the teeming kine 

Unite their lowings with the bleating flocks : 
Thefe for the ruddy milk-maid,—thofe from fold 
To be reftor’d to pafture.—O’er yon field, 

Yok’d recent, lo! athletic oxen drag 

The glebe-inverting plough :—the woodman’s axe 
Sounds thro’ the echoing glade, and fudden frights 
The whirring covey from their firft repaft, 

The ftock-dove cooes: and, dipping in its flight, 
The long-bill’d woodpecker on glofly wing 

Flits, laughing, mockingly, from tree to tree. 


While rural fights and founds like thefe delight 
At morn’s delicious hour, the wand’rers poor 
With fleep refrefh’d hie merrily along, 
No money in their ferip—they, like the birds 
Which fing around them, traft to bounteous Heav’a 
For daily faftenance, nor truft in vain. 
Again the good befriend them ; and, ere night 
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Enfhroud the mountains, wearied they arrive 
Where rifles to their view the village {pire 

Faft by the planter’s dwelling. Herethey meet 
With many a face, well known, tho’ not beheld, 
Perchance, fince twelve times wan’d the filver moon 
Which now ferenely peers above the hills. 


Their evening meal concluded, they retire 
To reft; and, lodg’d in hovels.and in barns, 
Far {weeter fleep than oriental Kings 
Encanopied by purple ftare’d with gold. 

No dreams are their’s of treachery and wrongs, 
Infpir’d by vengeful confcience; but ferene 

As the fcarce-flirring zephyr, they repofe 

Till, bluthing in the caft, Aurora wakes, 

And labour calls them to their daily takks. 





For the Weexty ENTERTAINER, 


The LOVER’s COMPLAINT. 


HE diftant bell, with awful found, 
Recalls to mind our deftin’d doom ; 
And bids the peufive fwains around 
To bathe with tears the fhepherd’s tomb. 


But foon, alas! their forrows ceafe, 
With fongs their labours they purfue ; 

Forgetting friends who fleep in peace, 
They bid their tranfient cares adieu! 


Delightful mirth my hours would blefs 
Could I hike them my grief forfake ; 
Butah! the pangs which f 
With every morning fun awake. 


And when the moon with filver beam 
Recalls mankind to foft repofe, 

With downcaft looks I trace the ftream 
Which near my native cottage flows. 


poflefs 


*T was there in fnowy garments dreft, 
I firft beheld my Laura’s charms ; 

*T was there my love I firft confeft, 
And clafp’d the damfel in my arms. 


But now no more the blooming fair 
Returns to this fequefter’d vale ; 
For blind to all my fad defpair 
In vain I tell my plasntive tale. 


In Gighs I {pend the gloomy eve, 
And mourn the cruel fate’s decree ; 

Amidft the fylwan fhade I grieve, 
And Carve her name on every tree. 


Fach day the charming name flill larger grows, 
The truct pledge of my increafing woes. 


CONSTANTIUS. 























































Hints 
[Fro 


hearty 
hofpit: 
party. 
vifit. 

It w 
twelve 
beggec 
of the 
their c¢ 
ear, 

‘sé Py 
to him 
fuppof 
fuppof 
{poke,’ 
in ours 
neth an 
Proper 
comea 

They 
they we 
Millfon 

VoL. 





